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stitutional life and progress have been largely modelled on our own." Nevertheless die " Die-hards" remained true to their name, and when the division was called, the result, as Lord Morley has recorded, " was still profoundly dark, and dark it remained in the dead silence only broken by the counting of the tellers, down to the very moment of fate." The Bill was passed by a majority of 131 to 114, the great majority of the peers abstaining. (August n, 1911.) That it was only passed by the votes of the bishops was a subject of angry comment in the following days.
The conflict between the Liberal and the Conservative forces which had continued without pause from 1906 onwards
led thus in the assertion of the democratic over the hereditary            ;
principle. But those who imagined that the House of Lords had been disposed of were destined to have a rude awakening. It was to be discovered in the next three years that the power which still remained to it of holding up legislation might play a vital part in the political life of the country.
In November 1911 Mr. Balfour resigned the  leadership of           i
the Unionist party, and was succeeded by Mr. Bonar Law,           j
an ardent Tariff Reformer and unyielding opponent of Home           ;
Bade.    Mr. Joseph Chamberlain had been incapacitated by a           |
stroke of paralysis in July 1906, and was unable to take any further part in public affairs from then until his death in July 1914-
The South Pole
On December 14, 1911, a Norwegian expedition under Captain Roald Amundsen succeeded in reaching the South Pole, thereby forestalling a British expedition under Captain Rjofoert Scott which came there a month later (January 18, 19x2). *Hie whole of Captain Scott's party perished on their ittftm jotoney, and it was not till another winter that their bodies wete fouad, together with the diaries which told the story of their last days. It was a tragic and heroic story of mutual support and endurance reaching its climax in the self-sacrifice of that " very galaum gendeman," Captain Gates, who, rather tihan be a kmiea to bis coiurades, walked out into the blizzard am? was not sem again. The story survives all tine clamour of these times.consult the Chairman of Ways andto that portion, and the King did no more than promise t0:}pTC effect to die decision of the people, provided that ifccisjba was tinambiguously expressed on an issue clearly c^lafaed to than, fe order to place that beyond doubt the King imbted that the Parliament Bill, which had been read a fest tone in the Hoose of Commons, should be submitted to the House of Lords also befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
